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ACHIEVER OF THE MONTH - Jack Hodge 

  IMPORTANT DATES   

12.6.17 QUEENS BIRTHDAY 

22.6.17 Western Sydney Careers Expo, Years 

10-12 

  

30.6.17 LAST DAY OF TERM 2 

17.7.17 Staff development day/ Pupil Free Day 

18.7.17  FIRST DAY TERM 3 

18-

28.7.17 

Year 12 Trials 

  

  

  

  

  

  

PLEASE NOTE  
 

First day  for Students 
for TERM 3 is Tuesday 
18th July 2017, due to 

Staff Development Day. 

 SECOND HAND 

CLOTHING 
 

Parents/Carers, 
 
Your help is required!! 
 

We are in desperate need of 
second hand uniforms. 
If your child has outgrown their 
school uniform and it is still in 
good condition - Why not donate 
it back to the school? We would 
really appreciate the donation 
and will find them a good home.  

  

TERM DATES 2017 
Term 1     27/01/2017- 

07/04/2017 

Term 2      24/04/2017-

30/06/2017 

Term  3     17/07/2017-

22/09/2017 

Term  4     09/10/2017-

Jack Hodge of year 9, a senior scout at 2nd Castle Hill Scout Troop, recently made 
history by being the first scout in his troop to achieve the highest award in Scouts 
Australia: The Australian Scout Medallion (ASM). 
 

To achieve this award, Jack first needed to accomplish the Adventurer badge, green 
cord and run a leadership activity. Jack had to plan and lead a 30km hike over 3 
days accompanied by fellow scouts with no adult supervision in unknown terrain. 
 

Jack ran a school bandcamp for his former primary school, Excelsior Public School. 
 

Achieving the ASM has encouraged others to do exactly as Jack did and shoot for 
the stars. It has been a long 4 year journey for Jack, not only did he have to teach 
other scouts but he had to lead them as well. This experience has helped Jack in 

life and hopefully in the future as well.    
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PRINCIPALs report 
 

 

Unfortunately as the colder weather emerges students are not as conscientious in wearing the ap-
propriate uniforms. Uniform continues to be the symbolic representation of our school, its students, 
curriculum and academic achievements of our students. The expectation is that all students will 
wear the school uniform every day (This is not negotiable) and convey to our community, the high 
standards that are not only expected but achieved by our students. 
 
 
Students have been preparing for, and completing their Half Year Assessments. I hope that parents 
have been enable you to assist students in preparation for these important assessments. Reports 
are also being prepared and will be delivered to students by the end of term. At this stage with the 
implementation of our new system the reports may be delayed until the beginning of next term. This 
will impact on Parent Teacher nights as well. We are working hard on trying to work out the issues 
in a timely manner so that we can deliver reports as close to our intended date as possible. I will 
email you the dates for reports and parent Teacher Nights as soon as possible.  
 
 
The Year 12 Reports map the individual’s achievements and its relationship to all the other stu-
dents, demonstrating the breadth of a student’s achievement. This feedback will be vital for Year 12 
as they prepare for the HSC Trials in Weeks 1 and 2 Term 3. Reports should be available before 
the end of term.  I strongly advise Year 12 to reconnect with their mentors to ensure that they have 
every advantage as they approach the Term 3 important assessments.  
 

SPIRIT WEEK  
 
 
Last week saw the inaugural week of Northmead Spirit Week. This was the brainchild of Mrs Ken-
naugh who worked like a Trojan to ensure that school spirit was evident throughout the week. The 
week’s festivities included music, dancing  on assembly, stalls, tug of wars, football matches, crazy 
clothes, hats and colour. The school was a hive of activity and fun. It was good to see staff and stu-
dents having fun together. The student leaders were instrumental in assisting Mrs Kennaugh pro-
mote the activities and led many of the celebrations. We  look forward to next year’s extravangza 
and the joy and surprises it might bring. Great costumes Mr Williams and Mr Vu!!  
 
In addition to the fun side there were Year assemblies where forums were run by The Black Dog 
Institute where mental health was discussed and promoted to all students. This was complemented 
with a Parent Forum in the evening which was very worthwhile. I have had a lot of emails 
from parents expressing their thoughts on just how important the evening was. 
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Many individual students should be congratulated on their achievements. This year we have had 
two different teams participate in the annual Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA) in two differ-
ent locations. They did a wonderful job of representing our school during the General Assembly 
and throughout the informal parts of the day. Not only did the girls promote a very positive image of 
Northmead but they had the opportunity to experience democracy at work and to deepen their in-
sight into the workings of the United Nations. Congratulations to: 
 

Lara Deller-Haines 
 

Olivia Yang 
 

Zoe Cowen 
 

Caleb Burke 
 

Daneal Gardiner 
 

Shujaath Ahmadi 
 
Congratulations are also due to Jack Hodge who has presented with the Australian Scout Medal-
lion in April, 2017.  This award is the highest award earned by Scouts (11-14 years old). Not only is 
this a prestigious award but it is of special note given that only 5% of Scouts in Australia achieve 
this level. This event was attended by Scouts, family and friends from across NSW. Congratula-
tions Jack on your leadership, commitment and community support. 
 
Four students from Northmead Creative and Performing Arts High School attended the annual 
Senior Dance Off Senior Camp this year. Dance Off is a DoE funded initiative. As a result of the 
camp, the following students were selected as a member of the ‘Dance Off Troupe.’ 

 

Amber Jade Smith 

Kaleisha Pearse 

Shaylee Pearse 

Hannah Hayes 

Melissa Tianao 

 

The troupe has successfully auditioned for the ’Synergy Dance Festival’ at Evans Theatre and the 
‘PULSE Showcase of Excellence’ to be held at the Opera House later this year. Congratulations 
girls, a fabulous achievement. 
 
Under the tuition of Ms Julie Kim a number of students had the privilege of attending the “In Con-
cert” event at the Sydney Town Hall.  This afforded our students the opportunity to sing in a 
massed choir of more than 600 voices and experience performing a range of significant choral 
works accompanied by a seventy five piece symphony orchestra. Audiences were treated to a 
wonderful evening of song and music.  
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PRINCIPALs report 
 

Congratulations to all the students:  
 
 

Tahlia Akyereko 
 
Violeta Bozanic 

 
Tahlia Brennan 
 
Piper Cassidy 
 
Anna Chun 

 
Bailey Cummings 

 
Keilani Cummings 

 
Daneal Gardiner 
 
Jasmine Henry 
 
Samuel Hillier 
 
Briar Ogilvie 
 
Eklavya Mudgil 
 
Ayeesha Karaali 
 
Lachlan Paillard 
 
Shayla Robson 
 
Chad Sandico 
 
Saphia Tamalemai 
 

A group of students from Years 8-12 have had the rare honour of working with an international ed-
ucator, Yong Zhao. This exciting initiative is in conjunction with the Mitchell College, Melbourne 
University. Together this group of students has designed a learning experience that will enhance 
their creativity, critical thinking, collaboration and entrepreneurial skills. The team of students is 
ably led by Kerim Col and Chloe Ticehurst (Year 12), Lara Deller-Haines (Year 10) and Ruzaik 
Rauff Azzam (Year 9) who presented to schools from across NSW and Victoria in Melbourne last 
week.  The team met weekly to develop their project for personalized learning. After 12 months of 
hard work, initiative, perseverance and creativity the team has a functional model ready for final 
production.  
 
All in all, an exceptional group of students. Congratulations to all students and their dedicated 
teachers, Mr Johnson and Ms Karayannis. 
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I would also like to take this opportunity to wish our Maxpotential students who are embarking on 
their leadership course all the best in their endeavours.  Elise Baxter, Mitchell Farrugia, and Paolo 
Scarimbola. We look forward to supporting you throughout the program. 
 
Invoices for school fees are currently being posted for all years, we kindly ask that you attend to 
these as soon as possible. School fees ensure that your child has access to quality educational 
resources throughout their schooling. 
 
I am sure you are aware of the Gonski 2.0 debate. This will have a real impact on our school and 
will mean a loss of $171,388 in 2018 and $494,587 in 2019, a total of $665,975 over two years.  
 
As this is the future of your child’s education, I recommend strongly that you make your views 
heard. Speak to your local member. 
 
 
 
I look forward to seeing you at P&C on Wednesday 7th June, and Subject Selection evening for 
2018 on Monday,19th June.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regards  
Narelle Vazquez 
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Another Proud northmead moment 
Such fabulous news during Reconciliation Week to see my former Drama student and our school 

captain (2008) winning this award for emerging Indigenous playwrights. 

She is such a brilliant young actor and now writer, a WAAPA graduate and she is in a play at Belvoir 

next month and on TV on Hamish and Andy's show on Monday night-  

I told her i would let her formers teachers know how proud we are! 

Nice end to the week :)  

THE BALNAVES 
AWARD WINNER 

Megan Wilding wins 2017 Balnaves Award 

 

Gamilaroi woman Megan Wilding will be announced as the winner of The Balnaves Foundation Indigenous Playwright’s 

Award 2017 at an event at Belvoir St Theatre on Wednesday 31 May, during National Reconciliation Week. She will win a 

commission to write a play about an Indigenous woman who takes violent revenge against a man who sexually assaulted 

her as a child. The award will be presented by Hamish Balnaves, General Manager of The Balnaves Foundation. 

Multi-talented Wilding is a graduate of the acclaimed acting program at the West Australian Academy of Performing Arts 

and will appear on stage at Belvoir in The Rover in July. She also coordinates Belvoir’s Writers Group for Women of Col-

our. 

‘Being chosen as the recipient of The Balnaves Award means the world to me,’ said Wilding. ‘I’m so grateful to The Bal-

naves Foundation and to Belvoir for believing in me and giving me the platform and support to strengthen and explore my 

voice, just like it has done for all the phenomenal previous winners. 

‘I entered The Balnaves Award because I had a story that I really wanted to write. The Award will give me the tools to 

fully invest in the process of writing. I’m so excited to jump all the way in with the support and guidance of Belvoir. 

‘As a young Aboriginal woman who is a survivor of child molestation, I had this question in my head of “what would it be 

like if we told victims of paedophilia to get over what had happened to them in the past like White Australia tells Aborigi-

nal people to forget what has happened to them?” This is the question that inspired my idea and I’m ready to dig deeper 

into it.’ 

On behalf of the judging panel, Anthea Williams (Belvoir’s Associate Director – New Work) said: 

‘Megan Wilding is a fierce young theatre maker from Western Sydney who we’re thrilled to have back in NSW after four 

years in Perth at WAAPA.  Megan is a writer and actor and she runs the Writers Group for Women of Colour at Bel-

voir.  She is a force, a unique voice with excellent writing craft and a passion for telling contemporary stories. We are 

thrilled to have this opportunity to work with her thanks to The Balnaves Foundation.’ 

The Balnaves Foundation Indigenous Playwright’s Award was established to encourage the telling of Indigenous stories 

with the aim of fostering understanding and reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians. ‘One of 

the objectives of the Balnaves Award is to investigate stories of Indigenous experience,’ said Hamish Balnaves. ‘As White 

Australians we have to accept that much of this will be confronting. It takes brave playwrights like Megan to shine a light 

on the distressing reality of Indigenous trauma. Megan’s play will make for uncomfortable viewing, but we must under-

stand and acknowledge these Indigenous experiences to move closer to reconciliation.’ 

The Balnaves Foundation Indigenous Playwright’s Award is a $25,000 award which is comprised of a $15,000 commission 

to write a new play and a $10,000 cash prize. 

https://belvoir.com.au/news/balnaves-award-winner-2/
https://belvoir.com.au/news/balnaves-award-winner-2/
https://belvoir.com.au/productions/the-rover/


 

NCAPAHS-Quality Learning and Creativity in a Caring Environment, The Achiever April-May  2017  9 

Megan Wilding 
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PRINCIPALs report 
 

 
  

PREMIER’S ANZAC AMBASSADORS PROGRAM 2017 

Six students from NSW will have the opportunity to tour the key battlefields of World War I and re-

trace the footsteps of our ANZACs in Greece and Beersheba, Israel. 

  

The tour is for students aged 16 or 17 at the commencement of the two week program – 24 Octo-

ber 2017. 

  

To win a place on the tour, students are asked to write a 1000 word essay on “Why is the Cen-
tenary of ANZAC important for modern Australia and what lessons are learned from the Battle of 

Beersheba in 1917?” 

  

Entries close 5pm Friday, 31 July 2017. 

  

For more information about the Premier’s ANZAC Ambassadors Program, please contact your lo-

cal Member, Mark Taylor MP at sevenhills@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

  

mailto:sevenhills@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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School vaccination program 
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Spirit week - fun!!! 
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Spirit week 
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Spirit week 
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Spirit week 
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Spirit week 
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Spirit week 
 

 
 



 

NCAPAHS-Quality Learning and Creativity in a Caring Environment, The Achiever April-May  2017  21 

The hills school 
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Anti-bullying forum 
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Anzac day dawn service 
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Mental health forum 
 

 

“BURN BRIGHT” MENTAL HEALTH FORUM 

 

 
 

On Wednesday the 17th May, 2017 a group of Year 11 prefects including myself, went to Castle Hill High School to participate 

in a seminar about Mental Health. We covered numerous topics not only about mental illnesses but also issues such as domestic 

violence. While it was interactive with games and trivia to break up serious discussions and to break tensions or moods that 

settled in on the audience, the most viable part of the experience was interacting with other schools in activities to make us 

more cohesive.  

 

 

We did group projects to then developed our own mental health awareness campaign to possibly introduce to our school and in 

addition to this we had Q&A sessions with a panel of Psychiatrists, Psychologist and a Lived experience. We were able to mes-

sage in questions to a phone number and many questions we’re discussed among the panelists  targeting self-doubt, depression, 

anxiety, self-harm and suicide. It opened our eyes as a group that the facade people put on aren't always a reflection of their true 
self. We learnt through one another as we discussed in a large group the ideas introduced to us.  

 

 

While it was an awareness campaign, it was wonderfully directed by Burn Bright in association with Headspace; all organisa-
tions catered towards mental health and how to get help. As representatives of Northmead high school from year 11 we expand-

ed the social normalities we thought constrained us. But the most important message learned, and it was a really wonderful 

point: 

 

 

 “Don’t give up, there is always help you can receive and there is always someone to talk to but in saying so don't forget to ask 

about someone else. Simply starting a conversation can change a person's life.”  

 

 

 

 

 

All you have to say is, “R U OK?”       Melissa Applin 

           Yr 11 Prefect 
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Hyde park anzac memorial 
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Hyde park anzac memorial  
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Our schOOl’s anzac memOrial 
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Library news 
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Library news 
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MID YEAR SHOWCASE 
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MID YEAR SHOWCASE 
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Capa Drama - News 
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Capa Drama - News 
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Capa music - news 
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Capa—visual arts 
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Agriculture  - news 
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Agriculture - news 
 

 
 



 

NCAPAHS-Quality Learning and Creativity in a Caring Environment, The Achiever April-May  2017  63 

Agriculture - news 
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NHS UNIFORM SHOP  /  COMMUNITY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE UNIFORM SHOP WILL NOW BE OPEN 
ON: MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY MORNINGS 8.00AM—

10.00AM    

 SECOND HAND CLOTHING 

 
 

We are in desperate need of second hand 

clothing. 

If your child has outgrown their school uniform and 

it is still in good condition - Why not donate it back 

to the school.  We could send these uniforms to a 

good home. 

Message from Back to Basics 
Due to overwhelming amount of bounced 

cheques we have been receiving through the Uni-

form Shop, we will no longer be accepting 

cheques. We now offer Visa, Mastercard, Eftpos 

and Cash. 

Sorry for any inconvenience. 

The B2B Team 

UNIFORM 

WHITE SOCKS ONLY 

BLACK LEATHER SCHOOL SHOES ONLY 

                                                                                                         

   

 SECOND HAND CLOTHING 

 
 

We are in desperate need of second hand 

clothing. 

If your child has outgrown their school uniform and 

it is still in good condition - Why not donate it back 

to the school.  We could send these uniforms to a 

good home. 

Message from Back to Basics 
Due to overwhelming amount of bounced 

cheques we have been receiving through the Uni-

form Shop, we will no longer be accepting 

cheques. We now offer Visa, Mastercard, Eftpos 

and Cash. 

Sorry for any inconvenience. 
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NCAPAHS Bicycle Policy 
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

 
 

NORTHMEAD PRESCHOOL 
52 Moxhams Road Northmead 

(Located across the road from Northmead Primary) 

Ph 9630-2676 

We promote: Early years learning framework 

  National quality framework 

  School readiness program 

8am – 4pm  $62 per day 

Half day of 4 hours  $35 per day 
Child care benefit & child care rebate available 

Email:  info@northmeadpreschool.com.au 

Web:  www.northmeadpreschool.com.au 

 

Northmead CAPA High School does not endorse or recommend any commercial products, processes or services as mentioned in this newsletter. 

mailto:info@northmeadpreschool.com.au
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